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While the commercial property owner is 
encouraged to use traditional materials in the 
reconstruction of missing or altered building 
elements, often it is economically infeasible. 
Therefore, the owner may consider using newer 
building materials that emulate the appearance 
of the traditional elements. 

When designing a new storefront for your 
commercial property, you should meet with the 
Northfi eld Heritage Preservation Commission 
to determine what contemporary building 
materials are acceptable and available. 

The traditional storefront is generally 
constructed of a combination of materials, such 
as wood framing, plywood moldings, metal 
fl ashing, and plate glass. The typical elements of 
the storefront were the metal-clad window crown 
or cornice, the wood framed transom window, the 
wood framed display window, and the wood or 
metal bulkhead. The window and bulkhead are 
generally set back in the storefront opening at 
least six inches.

The reconstructed storefront can create the 
same “look” using newer building materials such as 
insulating glass and aluminum framing. However, 
the proportions and placement of the different 
elements need to closely match the elements of 
the original storefront.*

* Excerpts from Keeping Up Appearances from the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation

Storefront Cornice
Sheet metal over a wood 
frame, sloped to shed water

Transom Window
Along with display 
window recessed in the 
brick framing

Display Window
Like the transom above, 
framed in wood 

Bulkhead
Constructed in wood with 
applied trim

Storefront Cornice
Sheet metal over a wood 
frame, sloped to shed water

Display Windows
Framed in painted 
aluminum and set back in 
the storefront opening

Bulkhead
Constructed in treated 
aluminum framing and an 
aluminum panel infi ll

NEW BUILDING MATERIALS


